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wisdom. Although there is not a committee system at West-
minster, there is a multiplicity of committees, and there have
been advocates of advisory committees of Members of Parlia-
ment attached to each department of State. (There are already
many advisory committees attached to departments, but they
do not usually include Members of Parliament.)

In the devolution of some of the present duties of Parliament,
forecast by Mr. Herbert Morrison and others, a committee solu-
tion has been favoured rather than that of handing over, un-
checked, extensive new powers to the executive.

Many features of the United States system of government
do not appeal to us so much as our own, but the committee
system in Congress has admirers on this side. And there has
been a strong demand in our own Parliament for a joint standing
committee of both Houses of Parliament on this very subject
of colonies. The war has been, on the Allied side, largely a com-
mittee war, from the Heads of States and Chiefs of Staffs down-
wards and outwards.

Government appointments: Civil Service Commission

The filling of government jobs of various kinds is one of the
centres of controversy in our colonies and one concerning
which the minorities are most suspicious. Executive committees
in Ceylon may deal with minor posts, and may even make
suggestions in regard to higher appointments, but it is said that
this has not been found in practice to be desirable. Something'
in the way of a Civil Service Commission for appointments in
the local Civil Service is certainly necessary. It would be best for
executive committees, or any other body affected by political
considerations, to have nothing whatever to do with the filling
of or promotion in either minor or senior posts.

It is not, however, easy to get a body of independent people
in these small colonies who can fulfil this function and who can,
at the same time, enjoy the full confidence of all the communities.
This is one of the most difficult of problems in colonies advancing
towards self-government, and, unless some procedure is devised